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1 A point pressed upon me, in di�erent contexts, by Krister Bykvist, Brad Hooker, and Larry May.
2 That is distinct from their claims about the epistemic status of the principles themselves: they state unequivocally that

they are a true a priori (Ridge and McKeever, 2006, p. 139).
3 However, strictly speaking the only grounds that they o�er for ruling out reasons holism as candidate explanation to be

considered alongside its competitors is the problem of ʻflattening the normative landscapeʼ: I have argued that, properly
understood, that is no problem at all and in any case has an alternative explanation in Thomas (2007).

4 For the record, I find this ʻunrestricted scopeʼ argument very odd: it is not a sensible requirement in general epistemology
that you should be reliable in detecting barns in fake barn country nor reliable in detecting barns in hologram-barn-world
on Alpha Centauri. There are contingent background conditions to reliable knowledge acquisition, but ignoring this part
of our ordinary practices brings out McKeever and Ridgeʼs commitment to rationalism alongside their reductionism.

5 For a similar view, equally indebted to the views of R. M. Hare, see Elstein and Hurka (2009). For a critique of this
reductionism about thick concepts see Harcourt and Thomas (2013). For a further critique of the rationalist assumption
that abstraction brings greater scope and a greater potential for rational convergence see the critique of epistemological
realism in ethics in Thomas (2006) chapter 7.

6 I think the best response is this: an inductive survey of our moral commitments does not o�er any evidence for the truth of
generalism. Dancy, Garfield, and I believe in such an inductive survey, but di�er over how best to characterize its results.
The thought that moral reflection has shown that there is a short and manageable list does not mark o� the generalist
from the particularist: it is, rather, the possibility of supersession that separates the two views. My brand of particularism
then goes on to explain how we can make judgements, in spite of the possibility of supersession, by appealing to an open-
ended ability plus the indefinite character of the list.

7 See, for example, Ridge and McKeever (2006), p.118.
8 This claim awaits a proof that it does not generalize inappropriately to every non-monotonic domain making every special

science impossible because its hedged laws would all come out vacuous. The point hinges on the independence condition
on Pietroski and Reyʼs model of ceteris paribus generalizations on which see McKeever and Ridge, pp. 123–4, fn. 6.

9 There is, of course, an interesting parallel with Donald Davidsonʼs claim that the anomalism of the mental implies that
psychology is not a science. This is precisely because Davidson stipulates a sense for the word ʻscienceʼ that makes it
definitional that such sciences appeal only to strict and exceptionless laws. His response to the observation that
psychology must be a science because it involves true hedged laws closely parallels Ridge and McKeeverʼs position. See,
for example, Davidson (1992).

10 Compare the claim that generalism must be true because there is an enterprise of theorizing that is not ʻon a hopeless
missionʼ so must be on its way to the right principles (Ridge and McKeever, p. 140). But by their own lights all that this
tradition of theorizing has done is deliver a collection of falsehoods. See also pp. 172–4.

11 That latter claim seems to rest on a more generally conjunctive view of reasons statements that, as Jennifer Hornsby has
argued, we have reason to reject and to replace with a non-conjunctive view (Hornsby, 2008). However, specifying that
objection requires another occasion.

12 I am very grateful for the helpful comments and suggestions on this chapter of Kathryn Brown, Tim Chappell, Edward
Harcourt, Jonathan Dancy, Brad Hooker, Mike Ridge, and Sean McKeever.
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